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The Argentine anchovy Engraulis anchoita represents the most abundant pelagic resource of the South-western Atlantic Ocean. The Patagonian stock of this species inhabits the southernmost habitat of all engraulids in the world. Larval daily growth of this species was studied. Ichtyoplankton material was collected in the Patagonian Coast on board of five research cruises in different years (1989, 1998, and 2001). A total of 540 individuals from 3 to 23 mm total length were analyzed. Age determinations were made by counting and measuring daily growth increments in their sagitae otoliths. Linear models were fitted to the length-at-age data where slopes represented the mean growth rates. The relationships between larval sizes and otolith radii were allometric. In spite of larval growth was similar among the three years (around 0.40 mm day -1), the analysis of the relationships (linear and power ones) in identical intervals of age or otolith radius, detected significant differences in larval growth that could be attributable to thermal differences between years.    

